
Abstract:  According to the Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department (2014), the number 

of people with visual impairment is estimated to be at around 174,800. The provision of audio 

description (AD) for films is very limited in the territory with accessible screenings organised by 

non-governmental organisations and only available once or twice a month. Only 10% of the 

cinemas have equipped an AD system, and by the end of 2019, only 20 films on DVD with the 

option of Cantonese AD soundtrack are available on the market. Although research into the 

topic has experienced a notable surge in many countries around the world, no studies have 

been conducted so far on media accessibility for the blind and partially sighted in Hong Kong. In 

fact, there is very limited research on examining access to the media of visually impaired 

people in China, not to mention AD reception studies that particularly focus on end users’ 

experience. After offering a brief overview of the state of the art in AD in Hong Kong and the 

legislation currently in force, this paper investigates the preferences of the Hong Kong visually 

impaired people when it comes to consuming audiovisual productions as well as their 

satisfaction of current AD provision for films. The presentation also points to potential future 

developments in the provision of AD in Hong Kong and other Chinese speaking territories.  
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